
Interdepartmental Correspondence Sheet 
 

City of Cincinnati 
May 9, 2007 

 
To:  Mayor and Members of City Council 
 
From:  Milton Dohoney, Jr., City Manager  
 
Subject: ORDINANCE –LEED CERTIFICATION FOR TAX EXEMPTION  
 
 
Transmitted herewith is an ordinance captioned as follows: 
 

AMENDING Ordinance No. 119-2007 in order to provide an automatic 100% real 
property tax exemption, for the maximum number of years allowable by law, of the 
assessed property value of newly constructed or rehabilitated commercial or 
residential properties, if the property is constructed or rehabilitated to Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design (“LEED”) Certified, Silver, Gold or Platinum 
standards, as defined by the U.S. Green Building Council; and, REPEALING 
Ordinance No. 274-2006, passed by City Council on September 20, 2006. 

 
Ordinance 342-2002 established a citywide Community Reinvestment Area and determined 
the nature and length of exemption from real property taxation.  Ordinance No. 274-2006 
amended Ordinance No. 342-2002 in order to provide an automatic tax exemption for 
properties constructed or rehabilitated to LEED standards.  Ordinance No. 119-2007 repealed 
Ordinance 342-2002 and extended the term of the Community Reinvestment Area Tax 
Exemption Program for another ten years and re-established the nature and length of 
exemption from real property taxation.  This ordinance amends Ordinance No. 119-2007 and 
provides an automatic exemption for developments that meet LEED standards.     
 
The LEED standards measure how well a developer conserves energy, reduces greenhouse 
gas emissions, decreases construction waste and conserves water through design and 
construction.  This ordinance provides an incentive for developers to incorporate sustainable 
design and construction into new or rehabbed property. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The administration recommends approval of this ordinance.   
 
 
Attachments:  Ordinance 
 
 
cc: Michael L. Cervay, Department of Community Development and Planning 
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